Four Horsemen of the Solstice Application 2014


Thank you for your interest in what we hope is the Toughest One Day Ride Anywhere.  

Four Horsemen is an exclusive, invitation-only ride.  As such, we apologize in advance for the fact that some qualified applicants may not be invited due to space limitations.  This ride has been some time in the making, and we welcome your suggestions on how to improve it.  

Our Motto: It will be harder next year.

Some Sage Advice: Lasciate ogni speranza, voi ch’entrate  – Dante Aligheri

Rules Overview:


0) The full Race Rules, including detailed Route Directions and Time Schedule, will be available at the Start Location on Friday, June 20, 2014, noon or later.  The ride will begin early on Saturday June 21, and last 24 hours.  


00)  The 2014 ride will be in the Bishop, CA area.  No, it is NOT the Everest Challenge in 24 hours.  But EC veterans will recognize some of the scenery.  


000) All Rules are subject to change by the Ride Director as needed.  

1) Registration opens on 3/1/2014 and will close when a suitable number of qualified applicants have been accepted.  No applications will be accepted after 6/1/2014.

2) The Four Horsemen of the Solstice route is HARD.  More than 200 miles, but less than 300, with a ton of climbing.  Also some strade bianchi.  Yes, that is Italian for dirt roads.

3) The Four Horsemen of the Solstice ride is a solo, non-stop event.  Riders are not allowed to have support crews, or outside help of any kind.  Riders may bring friends and family with them, and those people will be enlisted to help all racers at the Official Checkpoints.


Support people are always welcome, so please feel free to bring them along.  We just cannot 
have them driving around on the course during the event unsupervised.  Fairness and all.

4) You will be able to complete the event with a minimum of equipment.  Your road bicycle in excellent working order, at least two taillights and two headlights that can go at least 12 hours, a digital camera with SD card that can be read by our laptop computer, and suitable kit for ALL kinds of weather.  The route is difficult, but all paved.  Except where it isn't.  25mm Gatorskins with heavy tubes or the equivalent are recommended.  Tool, several tubes, pump or CO2, etc. 

5) You will need kit for all conditions.  If you have ever ridden all night in the cold rain, you know it is worse if you are poorly dressed.  Expect temperatures from 30F to 110F (0C to 45C).  We will carry drop bags to the Checkpoints if you like.  Yes, it could certainly snow.  

6) AGC will provide food and water at Official Checkpoints.  Although you may want to stop more often, we will have enough Checkpoints to keep you going without anything else. 

7) Yes, we will rescue you if you break down.  If we can fix it, you can still continue in the event.  But NO outside help is allowed at any time.  We will try to take very good care of you, as we do at all AGC events.  We will be on the course at all times.   

8) Checkpoints will have Hammer Nutrition products, as well as water, bananas, oranges, pretzels, PB&J, etc. Special dietary requests? Let us know what you want. We will not let you go hungry.  

9) You must complete the entire course, documenting your progress with digital photographs, without outside assistance, according to the Official Rules, and within the time allowed, to be an Official Finisher.  There will be awards.  And the jersey.

10) Sooo...what do you get for your money?  Support while on the course.  Dinner June 20 at the Start Location.  Pasta, salad, fruit, etc.  Food, drinks, snacks during the event.  A place to crash, shower, and stash your gear during the event.  Spare AA and AAA batteries, tubes, generic stuff.  Finisher Awards to Official Finishers.  Starter Jerseys to ALL RIDERS, to show our admiration for having the guts to show up.  Nice jerseys, made in the USA.  Serious Bragging Rights.  

THE ACTUAL APPLICATION:


Using this document as a starting point, add your answers/stories/clever remarks without deleting any of the original.  Keep it organized.  The process will work something like this:

1) You express interest in the ride, and are added to the mailing list.

2) You receive this application via email.

3) You fill out this application.

4) You proofread and edit this application so it reads well, as if you put a little thought into it.


You do not have to write a lot, and adding more filler does not improve your chances.  At all.


We just want to know you are prepared for something pretty difficult. 

5) You send the completed application in via email before the deadline for entries has passed.

6) You also send in a deposit of $50 to secure your entry, deposit to be in the form of a check to:



Steven Barnes



P O Box 231



Rimforest, CA 92378

7) Your check will be cashed by AGC, and is non-refundable, except in the event of cancellation.  The event will NOT be cancelled, unless there is a major disaster.  

8) You will be notified via email within ten days of your application whether it has been accepted.

9) You will have ten days after notification of acceptance to confirm your desire to ride the event by writing us a check for $160 and putting it in the mail.  If you cannot ride the event, you may apply this $160 toward any other AGC event(s) in the future.  These events cost money to put on, but we do NOT want your money if you are not going to be able to ride.   

10) As a Four Horsemen entrant, you will be entitled to a 20% discount at any other AGC event(s).  Once you have paid the entry fee, a personal Coupon Code will be made for you on the BikeReg.com website.  Use it as often as you like in 2014.  But only you.  

I.a. NAME:

I.b. email: 

I.c. website/blog: 

I.d.Mailing address: 

I.e. Birthdate: 

II: Emergency Contact Info:  

III.  Jersey size: (state Race Cut or Club Cut or whatever)

IV.  Have you done any AntiGravity Cycling rides?  List the years.  And whether completed or DNF.  And don't worry about the DNFs too much.  We have a couple of those too.  Putting 2014 AGC rides on the list is kind of sandbagging...UNLESS YOU ACTUALLY SHOW UP.

Everest Challenge Stage Race:

Mt Whitney Stage Race:

Death Valley Road Stage Race:

Sherman Pass Road Race:

Bite Hard Boonville Road Race:  

Tuttle Creek Road Race:

Nine Mile Canyon:  

V.  How about some other famous races and rides?  Again, years and finisher status at least.

Death Ride: 

Furnace Creek 508:

RAAM:

Alta Alpina: 

BWR:  

LOTOJA: 

ACP/RUSA Brevets:  

Double Centuries: 

Tour Divide: 

Other bikepacking rides: 

VI. Other EPIC rides:

VII.  Tell us about the toughest ride you have ever done.  We want to know how you ride, how you handle adversity, what makes you tick, that kind of thing.  Write about several rides if you like.  Again, quality counts a lot more than quantity here. 

VIII.  Tell us about your best bike ride EVER.  Impress us with your grit, your determination, your speed, what you saw, or whatever it was that made this such a great ride.  

IX.  Tell us about you worst bike ride EVER.  Again, impress us with the degree of adversity you have experienced.  Success can breed smugness...but failure often breeds determination.  

X. Tell us about some other extreme things you have done.  200MPH at Bonneville on a bar stool? Held your breath underwater for eight minutes to escape from a herd of killer bees in Panama? High dive off Angel Falls?  Chess Grandmaster?  Ni-Dan in AiKiDo?  Inventions?  Perseverance? Foolishness?  Whatcha got??  

XI. Tell us why you want to ride in the first edition of the Four Horsemen of the Solstice.  

